Eve, Noah, Abraham, Joseph and other scriptural gures circulated widely in Arabia well before the seventh century by Jews and Christians, who spread not only biblical stories, but also legends about the biblical patriarchs, rabbis, monks and martyrs. And, although we possess no extent Arabic translation of parts of the Bible from pre-Islamic Arabia, in all likelihood such translations circulated among the Christians of pre-Islamic Arabia for liturgical and missionary purposes. According to Sydney Gri th, "It seems not improbable that Arabic-speaking, Christian priests, preachers, and teachers in pre-Islamic times may have had private notes or texts, even in Arabic, which would have served them as aides de memoire." Moreover, much like the Aramaic-speaking Jews who read the Bible in Hebrew, and explained it to listeners in Aramaic, it is reasonable to assume that the Arabian Jews read the Bible in Hebrew and explained it in Arabic. Apart from Jewish and Christian stories, however, di ferent types of narratives were also widespread and popular among the inhabitants of Arabia, and are no less part of the qur"ānic literary contexts.
To be sure, anyone somewhat acquainted with rabbinic scriptural interpretation, midrash, will observe a striking similarity and overlap between Jewish and Islamic exegesis of the medieval period in terms of style and content. The striking similarities found in Jewish and Muslim narratives and exegetical writing has led scholars of previous generations to assume erroneously that late medieval rabbinic stories are earlier than Islamic parallels. Scholars took for granted that parallels between the two traditions are de facto indicative of Islam's reliance on Judaism, that what we nd in the Islamic tradition is derivative. A new generation of scholars, however, has challenged reductionist assumptions and has presented a more nuanced illustrates this point by demonstrating how the Joseph story is not a version of the biblical account but rather a vision of the relationship between humans and God that the Qur"ān espouses.
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